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Ikor, Roger The Sons Avrom 
Translated Leonard Friedman and Maxwell Singer. Put- 
nam. Sept. 15,1958. 383p. $4.50. (IIb) 

Winner less than two European awards, the Prix 
Goncourt and the Albert Schweitzer Prize, The Sons 
Avrom long chronicle which traces three genera- 


tions Jewish family whose eldest son was the first 
flee the Czarist pogroms and seek asylum France. 
Since the novel more specifically concerned with 
Yankel Mykhanowitzki, the pluralistic title some- 
what misleading. Perhaps even more appropriate 
would have been the retention the original French 
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title, Les Eaux Méleés, since, measure, does de- 
scribe how the descendants Avrom Mykhanowitzki, 
time, adopting the customs, languages and mores 
the countries where they settle, are soon mingled 
among other creeds, races and nationalities almost 
lose all trace their progenitor. 


Leaving his wife Hannah and baby daughter follow 
more propitious time, Yankel migrates Paris 
where resumes his occupation capmaker. 
Coached Esther Kratzmann, daughter the family 
with whom lives, Yankel quickly adopts the ways 
his new surroundings and becomes highly proficient 
the language this foreign country. However, when 
his friendship with Esther reaches the point where 
ready consider divorcing Hannah, moves away 
and settles Nevers. Here again, when his new em- 
ployer, Guyot, offers his twenty-year-old daughter 
marriage, Yankel confesses that already has wife 
and once returns Paris distraught and uncertain. 
Unexpectedly, Hannah and the child arrive, thanks 
some secret correspondence the part the shrewd 
Kratzmann whom Yankel has gone for help. 


Reunited with Hannah, Yankel becomes the respon- 
sible family man watches over his growing chil- 
dren, especially his son, Simon. now the thread 
his life that follow. Passing through boy- 
hood and youth, Simon operates cheap specialty shop 
until called into the service during World War 
Returned civilian life marries French Catholic 
girl, Jacqueline, with whose assistance his new business 
thrives until the shadows war hang over Europe once 
again. Simon becomes hunted man during the Ger- 
man Occupation and forced leave his family and 
hide out. After the Liberation learns that his 
eighteen-year-old son, Jean Claude, had been killed 
while taking part the Resistance movement. 


for the rest Avrom’s children, Moishe likewise 
had settled Paris where became leader 
white slave ring before acquitting himself nobly 
World War After the hostilities established 
reputable business and settled down the role re- 
spectable husabnd and father. One daughter, Rebecca, 
never left her native Russia, while Avrom’s third son 
Peretz and second daughter Clara crossed over the 
United States with few the family ties remaining. 
Following shady career, Clara reportedly becomes 
loyal member the Communist party. Avrom himself, 
after brief stay Paris where operates kasher 
delicatessen with his wife, decides spend his remain- 
ing days Palestine. 


Obviously there scarcely anything original about this 
theme. Nor can said that there anything ex- 
ceptionally outstanding about its presentation. True, 
well written, interesting and entertaining. And 
certainly does capture the spirit the people whom 
portraying well their mannerisms and speech 
patterns. the final analysis, however, not much 
more than prosaic portrayal second and third 
generation offspring whose forebears have, for one 
reason another, transplanted themselves into other 
cultures and civilizations. serious and mature 
work, sure; teeming with people who are 
vibrantly alive—at times, sad and bitter, then again, 
joyful and hopeful. occasion the characters’ 
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views society, religion and morals seem somewhat 
askew, they probably can explained away the 
author’s note that hoped “to demonstrate 
readers, particularly those who are non-Jewish, that 
anti-Semitism worse than crime, stupidity, 
major themes are human brotherhood—and 
the difficulties which the prejudiced place the way 
those who would achieve it.” All which sum. 
med good novel; but one which still leaves 
single mind wondering what basis worthy 


recipient two awards. 
Francis Ullrich, Ph.D., 
Manhattan College, 
New York, New York 


Toman, Josef Don Juan 


Knopf. Sept. 5,1958. 445p. $4.95. (III) 

Insidious Communistic theories and subtle innuendoes 
hidden under cover false history are snares and bait 
for the unwary. Given the title Don Juan, which 
immediately grasped the reader, avid for 
ary thrills, the story open sesame spread the 
author’s evident hate for the Catholic religion love 
and forgiveness. And lest the reader call 
count for that statement, consider that for 375 pages 
the author presents the picture Don Juan, fighting 
the State, the Inquisition and the Church (and 
tainly one who intelligent will say that the latter 
two are one) and brief pages seeks atone 
(with tongue cheek attitude) for his vituperations, 
seed well planted and naught done 
uproot it: 


First published 1944 Czechoslavakia, 
which “out-Juaned the Don Juan earlier literature,” 
has been translated Edith Pargeter. presumed 
that she has been faithful the original, neither 
praise nor censure can laid her. 


Miguel Manara born into one the richest 
families Andalusia, Spain, 1626. raised 
typical feudal fashion the son and heir the master 
large land holdings and thousands tenant farmer 
slaves. seven years old his education was en- 
trusted Trifon, who like crow cawed the young 
Count all day long hell, punishment and eternal 
damnation.” 


Trifon was Jesuit, tool the Archbishop and 
stooge for the Inquisition. Don Gregorio, Capuchin, 
was the foil used Miguel’s father counter the 
machinations make Miguel priest and thus secure 
the immense wealth the Manara family for the 
Church. 


Small wonder that the warm blooded Miguel revolts— 
especially after sees the ruthless, senseless brutality 


parade penitents under the full power the 


Inquisition. 

Don Juan begins his series adulteries and rapes; 
woman safe, seeks ‘happiness.’ his own 
master—and greater than God. flaunts the Inquisi- 
tion and the Church; then Mirabile Dictu 
woman, converts him—not God. loses 
through his selfishness and finally sees the wisdom 
his old you want find God, serve 
man. 
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discerning adult. 
John Cullen, AB., LLB., 


Chevy Chase, Maryland 

Nabokov, Vladimir Lolita 
Putnam. 1958. 319p. $5.00. (IV) 
spend much time detailing the content and effect 
this erotic novel would wasteful. Although con- 


tains none the “four-letter” words, goes into ana- 
details, its effect that perverse obsession 


with sex, the sexual desires aging man for pre- 


cociously nubile girls between eight and fourteen. That 
written with great skill, considerable psychological 
insight, and comic sense that almost wild does not 
redeem the overall effect distaste that, the end 
amounts horror. That the central character, cer- 
tain Humbert, smitten with the child Dolores 
that marries her landlady mother order 
near her and, when the lady accidentally killed, 
goes traipsing off cross-country with his stepdaughter 
only have her leave him run off with young 
goon the substance the plot line. But the reader 
never permitted get away from the lubriciously 
humid atmosphere the narrator, who Humbert 
himself and the persistence perversity becomes nau- 
seating. library will wish waste fraction its 
budget this novel, even though may become, 
years from now, looked upon masterpiece mid- 
twentieth century erotica. sems now symp- 
tom cultural decay. 


Bryher Gate the Sea 

Setting her story the city Paestum, dedicated 
the Greeks Poseidon lord the sea, during period 
after has been captured and occupied foreign 
conquerors, the British writer, who chooses hide her 
identity behind the name one the tiny islands off 
the southwest coast Cornwall, again succeeds evok- 
ing the temper and the tide past age. Sketching 
the scene with sure strokes—references broken 
columns, fire-scarred marble, neglected and weed-grown 
temple steps; the few remaining fruit-trees within 
the walled courts, the wild-grown roses that had been 
the city’s pride—and with the help some fine photo- 
graphs what remains today Poseidonia’s glory, the 
background set. And the plight the enslaved 
Poseidonians, forbidden speak their own language 
practice their ancestral rites save one holiday 
year, the spring when Hera’s statue carried from 
the temple shine outside the city walls near 
the sea, evoked with masterly economy that discovers 
the true artist. Harmonia, the temple priestess, sister 
the hero Archius, grieves that only the few old folk 
who can will follow the annual procession, can now 
remember the ritual hymns; her privileged post 
threatened the treachery collaborator, Phanion, 
who has covetous eye upon young woman re- 
place her. Then, the day the festival, Archius 
returns disguise, almost from the dead, rescue his 
sister. The story brief, beautiful, suspenseful, and 
surely carved from the stone the past are the 
figures the Grecian urn celebrated Keats. That 
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this evocation the past—the fourth century, B.C., 
when the invaders Paestum, below Naples, were 
probably the powerful Romans—has overtones that 
ring true the present captive cities may not the 
author’s intent; but they are inescapable. This 
jewel novel the adult reader will cherish. 


Grady, 


University Scranton 


Hlasko, Marek The Eighth Day the Week 
Dutton. Sept. 128p. $2.75. 

This short novel not very satisfactory from point 
view story. Nothing much really happens the 
characters that not intrinsic their circumstances 
victims communist captured Poland. But reveal- 
ing the utter despair people trying survive with 
some human dignity city destroyed war and 
sunk apathy hopelessness this rewarding 
book for the adult reader. The characters are few in- 
deed. Most the action, such is, centers around 
the frustrated desire two students, Agnieszka and 
Pietrek, find privacy enough consummate their 
love for each other with some feeling decency. 
Pietrek lives with four other students cave-like 
room hollowed out the rubble bombed-out build- 
ing. Agnieszka shares space small flat with bed- 
ridden and complaining mother, totally discouraged 
father, brother drinking himself stupid each night 
hoping against hope that the girl loved will leave 
her husband and return him, and mechanic who 
shares the kitchen with Grzegorz. Everyone yearns for 
eighth day the week, day when one can escape 
from the ever-present overcrowding, the drunkenness, 
the fear hunger, the brutishness that despair en- 
devastating picture that compels compassion and 
awakens fear. This novel was published Poland 
during the two-year relaxation censorship following 
Stalin’s death. The translation Norbert Guterman 
competent and colloquial. This not, however, 
book recommend any but the more advanced 
young people and adults. 


Mare, George The Ruling Passion 
Putnam. Sept. 256p. $3.95. (IIb) 


The Ruling Passion ambition—ambition for power 
and glory the business world, follow the great 
chance become the head business organization. 
This very human drive—a common one today—is set 
Mr. Mare quite skillfully against another human 
need, that physical survival. all odds, the best 
the story and Mr. Mare’s experience deals with 
the passion for business power. describes the busi- 
ness world with ease and obvious familiarity, 
did his first novel, The Empire. 

Mel Mitchell’s ambition centers around report 
makes Transcontinental Oil and Chemical re- 
search consultant; finds serious weaknesses, be- 
lieves, the great corporation. But just has the 
chance become president Transcontinental and 
prove his ideas, his doctor warns him against continuing 
even his normal activities. Ambition, does 
often, wins temporarily and Mel Mitchell pursues the 
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big chance. difficult chance, too, which very 
nearly sinks Mitchell, but the crucial moment 
the physical ailment which comes the closest sinking 
him. Success, after all, nothing without survival. 


There yet another theme added the story, how- 
ever. that innate, half suppressed drive to- 
ward self destruction illicit love affair against 
the desire for security, for roots home and family 
life. This obviously adds the opportunity for the spice 
sex, and the opportunity utilized. Such situa- 
tion, exploitation sex, seems inevitable today’s 
novels that aspire “best-sell,” but regrettably re- 
stricts the use the book adults. 


With all this would seem that this story could appeal 
rather wide audience, not only the business men 
concerned with ambition—there should enough 
those around—but also the men concerned with 
limitations health, the secretaries involved personally 
the drives their bosses toward success, 
and wives concerned with the secretaries and the double 
standard. The book thus has elements popularity 
and written efficiently and sympathetically, not 
glibly. Yet certain parts are glossed over and seem not 
quite convincing the general tone the book, for 
there just not enough space novel brief this 
develop all facets the plot. The themes covered, 
nevertheless, are basic, and Mr. Mare has had 
enough success this his second novel that would 
seem quite possible that great story could emerge 
even from our modern corporate business structure. 


Richard Meyer, 
South Orange, New Jersey 


Trist, Margaret Morning Queensland 
Lippincott. Sept. 254p. $3.75. 


Tansy will get tangled your heart. She little girl 
five, living small town Australia. Her mother, 
Meredith Strathallen ,is often pressed support the 
family with her sewing. Her father ,that 
not-to-be-mentioned,” conspiciously absent. Taking 
parental responsibilities not all, travels, and sends 
home “joolry” his 


But there are myriads other relatives hand, will- 
ing help the rearing our heroine. her 
younger years, her paternal Grandfather who does 
much influence her, and has her complete love. 
Granny (other side the family) next holds Tansy 
mental thralldom, especially when she visits her the 
beautiful home Land’s End. Next, her great- 
grandmother who molds the growing girl. 


All the while, course, Tansy has her own ideas; she 
sensitive, observant, mostly obedient but subservient 
tonone. She adores her little sister Marny, who arrives 
due time after one Meredith’s infrequent trips 
north visit her husband. 


Tansy’s baptism (age her school days, her esca- 
pades with her few, fast friends; these events are amus- 
ingly related. 


Apparently, this Mrs. Trist’s first novel. While there 
not the acumen nor awareness here Rumer God- 
den, the story quite good parts. One would wish 
that Tansy had not been hurriediy grown seventeen 


Trist Dever 


towards the end; shorter span years could 
been handled more effectively. Also, the 
table her family could have been quartered, with 
loss. The reader just confused with shadowy 

tives hovering the periphery the story. The rest 


the world through the eyes child. Little ones 
understand much; reality they are often 
and inarticulate over the words, and the world, the 
with the young. This youngster typical child, the 
which there nothing lovelier. 
Omaha, Nebraska 
Now for 
Doubleday. Sept. 4,1958. 453p. $4.50. 
This difficult book review. First all, the ques 
version the actual situation the archdiocese tion tha 
native creation the author, that not only are central cha 
characters fictitious but the situations are likewise should 
his own making? taking the latter alternative 
judging the book strictly novel. then ther} But read 
are difficulties, that feel like Livy attempting the 
write about Hannibal; there good deal say, America 
favorable, some not so. sprinl 
its favor its theme: change the social certai 
the Catholic Church America the adult 
ecclesiastical level and the conflict that involved. 
develop this theme Mr. Dever selects three men, 
cent Whelton, Arthur Wagner, Robert Lambert. The 
first two are favorable the “new order,” while 
bert ultra-conservative. Vincent has been 
pitcher the college with offer from the New York 
Giants; but Arthur, whose chief talents were the Mea 
literary field, divined that Vincent’s true vocation Dar 
priest. arranged that Vincent, who with his 
also something orator, should give the 
welcome Arthur’s uncle, Archbishop Wagner the 
Lakeport. Shortly thereafter find Arthur and 
cent students the seminary with Bob Lambert with 
roommate. All three are rivals for scholarships 
Rome; but Vincent throws away his chance order his 
take care deeply religious colored woman tight, and 
Lucy, who predicts that the Lord will “raise him wife’s 
and raise him down” because loves him much. first 
Vincent’s impulsive good will and love for the poor from 
and underprivileged lands him good deal hot that 
water, but with the help his good friend Arthur, hi: 
who now editor the diocesan paper, and with 
the insight and support the now Cardinal Wagner, Montn 
Vincent always manages extricate himself. where 
The highlight the book occurs when strike 
called the paperbox factory owned Mr. 
one the largest contributors the Cardinal’s 
allow union his shop and not above using his 
favor. Vincent, who besides running the 
Youth Center also the Cardinal’s right-hand man self, and 


soliciting funds, takes upon himself rouse the Car 
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dinal from sick-bed make clear that the head 
the diocese sympathy with the workers. Venezzia 
such tactics and becomes liberal himself. 


The rest the novel deals with Vincent’s progress 
ecclesiastic while America becomes more socially 
conscious under F.D.R.’s regime. Meanwhile, Bob 
lambert has also become bishop neighboring 
Harbourton. fellow bird-watcher, has 
gined the attention the Apostolic Delegate and the 
question arises: who will become Lakeport’s archbishop 
when the progressive Cardinal Wagner dies. Although 
Vincent has many strong and loyal friends, and though 
even the President interested, Lucy’s prophecy comes 
true. 

Now for the defects. The novel reads 
were hurriedly written. People wear tee-shirts and 
the early 1900’s and make such remarks 
and living doll.” baseball and 
lore used background lack conviction. 
There little character development, with the excep- 
tion that Cardinal Wagner. The opposition 
advanced social thinking presented crudely and the 
central characters particularly lack that subtlety which 
should necessary part prudence for ecclesi- 
astic. 

But read for yourself you are adult interested 
the present social condition the Catholic Church 
America and how this might have come about. There 
sprinkling profanity and vulgarity consonant 
with certain characters which should not offensive 


adult readers. 
William Schweder, 
Georgetown University, 


Washington, 


Ostenso, Martha Man Had Tall Sons 
Dodd, Mead. Sept. 368p. $3.95. 


Luke Darr, physically small stature contrasted 
with his three strapping sons, (and even with his late, 
strong-boned, strong-willed wife), pious version 
the traveling salesman who married the farmer’s daugh- 
ter. things turned out, the daughter died, leaving 
Luke with prosperous farm and position the com- 
munity. This novel about Luke’s struggles estab- 
lish his own identity, something big his own 
right, and not merely the reflected prestige his 
wife’s family. 

The first step takes marriage woman half his 
age, from whom hopes have son; has always 
felt that his three grown sons belonged their mother, 
not him. Then envisions grand scheme: the 
building glorious new church the little village 
Montner, replace the old and crumbling structure 
where attends services faithfully every Sunday. 


Luke’s spiritual death and resurrection are brought 
about high cost. Two lives are lost, one them his 
youngest son’s. His marriage goes the rocks, but 
saved the end. His plans for the church boomerang 
bitterly ironic fashion, and reveal what extent 
they were actually plans for the glorification Luke 
himself. the book’s end, feels has found him- 
self, and made his peace with the God Whom has 
feared and now learns love. 


There some question the reader’s mind about 
exactly how sure and lasting Luke’s conversion will 
prove be; arises rather gratuitously out sense 
mingled guilt, grief, and gratitude—and out read- 
ing chance poem Walt Whitman. The trouble 
may that are simply not prepared for the soul- 
searing developments the book’s final chapters. 
Throughout its pages, there verbal attestation the 
tension which exists the Darr household, yet never 
somehow reaches the reader actual feeling. Con- 
versation humdrum and commonplace, the daily 
chores ,and only rare occasions there real 
evidence the turmoil beneath the surface. Most 
this provided Mark, one the sons, bit 
mystic and perhaps bit insane, who goes off live 
himself; unfortunately, one less aware open 
rebellion against his father than kind lunatic 
craving for solitude. 

Although the author makes the claim that what Mark 
finally does inevitable, after the manner true 
tragedy—and implies that Luke and his young wife 
Bess also act and react inevitable manner—one 
remains not entirely convinced that this so. Mark 
indeed partly insane, (and there nothing suggest 
that not), then his actions, while perhaps inevi- 
table, are inevitable quite different level from the 
actions the relatively sane people surrounding him. 


Dialog leaves much desired; too trite, too 
clearly taken unedited from life. Like everything 
the book, oddly lacking intensity, veers off all 
directions, loses the reader moments when 
urgent that kept the fateful track the story 


trying take. Anita Monsees 


Goldman, William 

Your Turn Curtsy, Turn Bow 
Doubleday. Sept. 154p. $2.95. (III) 
This novel “about young man’s first search for 
love.” tells the story lad 17, rather naive, who 
leaves home Junior Counselor boys’ camp. 
But the short time before the boys arrive, much 
happens him that has back home very 
upset state. never even saw the boys. surely 
wasn’t looking for love and surely didn’t find it. 
This Mr. Goldman’s second novel. The first, The 
Temple Gold, was reviewed Best Sellers (Nov. 
1957) and there received rating. The last sen- 
tence the review was “Now that has this (too 
much sex) out his system, Mr. G.’s second novel 
should better.” Actually this second novel there 
enough sex satisfy anybody and there now dash 
homosexuality and insanity, just keep away from 
the normal, seems. 
Mr. Goldman writes well but his material runs away 
with him. much could happen few days 
real life but not the field fiction; leaves the 
characters and the reader sort daze. 
This book extremely pages. Even fill 
those few pages every printing device used. Actually 
the book would only 100 pages the ordinary well 
printed book but Mr. Goldman sure covers lot 
ground that small space. James Ball, 
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Mian, Mary Young Men See Visions 
Houghton, Mifflin. Sept. 237p. $3.50. (IIa) 
small New England town, just outside Boston, the 
final decade the Nineteenth Century, provides the 
setting for Mrs. Mian’s sensitive study young Con- 
gregationalist minister who successfully overcomes the 
prejudices his rigidly righteous flock and wins respect 
and acceptance for himself. 

The Reverend Mark Deming comes Wendover and 
his ministry there rebel, man unwilling accept 
the narrow Calvinist doctrine the “Elect.” out- 
rages the sensibilities his conservative congregation 
devoting much his time the pastoral care 
the poor and the outcast the community. The final 
straw, however, his unhappy attempt communi- 
cate, through the medium Sunday sermon, his 
mystical experience which came him through 
vision dream. Enraged this clear-cut evidence 
“Popery” and fanaticism, the Board Deacons 
about ask for his resignation. saved the 
testimony many his Christian virtues and his 
salutary influence upon the community. charm- 
ingly naive romantic idyll which accompanies the major 
plot line, Mr. Deming equally successful and wins the 
love Mary Chatfield against the wishes her selfish, 
puritanical mother. 


Mark Deming emerges from the pages the novel 
fully realized personality; within the Protestant frame- 
work not unlike the Curé d’Ambricourt Ber- 
nano’s Diary Country Priest. Mrs. Mian, however, 
lacks the French author’s skill portraying internal 
struggles and tensions. Mary Chatfield interesting 
example the “new the Nineties, vaguely 
rebellious and unwilling accept the conventions 
the period. Mrs. Chatfield the Puritan woman 
legend and tradition: female counterpart Mar- 


quand’s George Apley and Pulham. 


The author handles her materials well; her style 
pleasant and fluent, somewhat undistinguished. 
Young Men See Visions something period piece, 
eminently readable and recommended for adults with- 
out qualification. The more discerning will see 
also strong plea for tolerance and understanding. 


Stephen Ryan, Ph.D., 
Xavier University, 
Chicago, Illinois 


Jaffe, Rona The Best Everything 
Simon and Schuster. 437p. $4.50. (IV) 
Rona Jaffe native New Yorker, years old, and 
graduate Radcliffe. The Best Everything her 
first novel, the story five young career girls and their 
love-life New York City. 

Miss Jaffe has described the activities girls who live 
with complete disregard for moral principles. 
book which has magnificent craftsmanship and percep- 
tive characterization, she succeeds holding the 
reader’s interest the final bitter, tragic page. Her 
theme not pretty one: the change that takes place 
wihin the hearts and attitudes young girls thrown 
with mature, experienced older men who spoil them 
physically and intellectually and leave them unable 
respond eligible boys eager for marriage and fami- 


Mian Jaffe Stuart 


lies. While cannot recommend this any class 
reader because its apparent approval 
actions, constant drinking, infidelity and adultery, th; 
thought comes that parents and religious 
might gain awareness from this pitiful tale 
theiy fail their attempts gain the confidence 
youth. 

Caroline Bender seems the central figure, 
cliffe graduate, too, heartsick because her fiancé 
married another girl. She takes job with Fabia 
Publications, publishers pulp magazines 
backs where she rises from stenographic pool 
editorial office the three years covered here. During 
this time she has affair with divorced man, 
courted young lawyer with 
riage mind (but can’t stand him), has flaming 
week with her former fiancé whom she still loves and 
who has come New York business 
this sex orgy she believes plans divorce his wife 
and marry her, but amazed learn that has 
intention doing and hopes she will return 
Dallas with him and become his permanent 
Beside herself with grief when leaves her (after she 
has refused become back-street wife) and 
say “yes” the marriage proposal her 
lawyer friend, she runs off for week-end with 
ous actor! 


Just depressing are the experiences three 
girl friends, with the exception Mary Agnes. 
also employed Fabian’s, described the author 
thin, plain-looking, dark-haired 
Even her personality somehow unappealing 
trasted with the glamor the others. Mary Agnes 
engaged married and has beautiful, 
table church wedding. 


reactions The Best Everything are mixed: (1) 
What pity young and talented author should 
use her creative ability this cynical and sensational 
theme; (2) what point does the channel com 
munication between mother and daughter become 
blocked mere superficiality, that when the 
girl desperately needs advice and affection there none 
available? (3) How can parents arm our young 
people with weapons powerful enough combat the 
forces immorality they are certain encounter 
early age today’s modern world? (4) Finally, 
how can keep such books this from the hands 
teen-agers who will use them measuring sticks 
for their own social behavior? 

Helen McCarthy, 

Groton, Massachusetts 


Stuart, Jesse Plowshare Heaven 
McGraw-Hill. Sept. 273p. $4.50. (1) 

Plowshare Heaven takes its name from the last story 
fine collection. this closing story Jesse Stuart 
pens his tribute the mountain folk Kentucky. 
pretty coffin Phoeby lies simple state. From the 
lips friends around her echo the rich words the 
Apocalypse. But talk lambs and white robes 
palms and thrones seem strange. “Surely for 
Kentuckian God would let have our heaven here 
Kentucky! have lived long, shut away 
from the outer rims the hills, that not know 
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heaven until get away.” These thoughts are 
Bible Jesse Stuart. His love for Kentucky, par- 
ticular for his native Greenup County, burns through 
this series tales. It’s good reading, make mistake 
it, with the flavor Bret Harte. Don’t aim read 
through one sitting; but for casual, light entertain- 
ment this recommended. 


Meet, for instance, the Hammertights from whom Ken- 
tucky can’t escape—no more than she can escape Sassa- 
fras Sprouts. Zeke Hammertight cut from Kentucky 
pattern: with cupped face; shirt unbuttoned and 
hairy chest; who when passes secrets “whispers 
the world.” 

Land Beyond the River” speaks river men and 
adultery. About the pages hover Greek Furies. Mor- 
tal sin brings misery and spelled out terms 
Grecian inevitability. Here, and throughout Stuart’s 
stories, Hemingway-type dialogue discernible. “Mom, 
going marry Hilda Thombs. love her. 
make the money. going marry her.” Son 
Hilton does marry Hilda and therein lies the seeds 
tragic purgation. 

“Sylvania Dead” bound bring chuckles. 650 
pounds faithful wife dead and ready for burial 
the hands 100 pound husband. The goings-on 
facing the problems mix sentiment with hill-billy, rough 
humor. 

“In Sunday Afternoon Hanging” catch glimpse 
frontier life its rawest. sun-up, with the band 
playing, and after church, family crowd with infants 
the breast comes faithfully witness gruesome hang- 
ings. Confessions before the rope are inspirational 
insulting, but always engrossing. Swift punishment 
meted out and today Kentucky misses with all this 
talk merciful electric chairs. 


The conflict between the old time religion 
new fangled notions about education represented. 
Foot washing Baptists and the Old Faith people get 
their notice. “The Devil and Television” Moderator 
Egbert Chanute delivers himself fanciful sermon 
“The Devil Has Many Faces.” the present 
viewer TV, Egbert makes, times, strange sense. 


Throughout the book the reader will laugh and won- 
der. will respect the deep convictions and homely 
customs people close the soil and the God 
Who gave them. Expect deep analysis sec- 
tional traditions. Jesse Stuart gives people whom 
obviously loves. That love has spared any crude 
vulgarity. resisting that temptation has enriched 
with good, light reading. 

Eugene Linehan, 

Woodstock College, 

Woodstock, Maryland 


Carew, Jan Touch Midas 
Coward-McCann. Aug. 29,1958. 288p. $3.75. (IIb) 


Young Aron Shark, named for his shining white teeth 
and shark grin, seemed destined pass his days un- 
eventfully native hut the coast British 
Guiana. His orphaned status predicted poverty and 
struggle just stay alive the primitive hut 
which lived. mysterious white man broke into 
the circle his life, and memory the black boy’s 


Carew Clark 


215 


father offered educate him the learning and ways 
the white man. The father had been killed while 
mining diamonds; soon Shark felt the call adventure 
and the bush, following his footsteps. His father’s 
fabulous good luck was somehow bequeathed him, 
quickly amassed fortune bright stones and 
gold. 

His good fortune earned him his excursion back 
the civilization the city the company his friends. 
Money can almost anything, and Shark gradually 
succumbed the temptation buying his way into 
the white man’s society Georgetown, but the price 
his own integrity. The collapse his character was 
almost complete, but after squandering all his great 
wealth had the remaining good sense leave the 
city for another try prospecting for gold. Although 
again was fortunate his search, the strain his 
riotous living was too great. pathetically reaped 
the seed dissipation his early days, and what could 
have been noble life thrown away ignominy. 


The author this interesting persouality study and 
adventure story himself native son the country 
which writes. His prose lyrical many places 
and his best the “pork-knockers,” 
the men who work the diamond mines deep the 
up-river jungles. unfortunate device used con- 
vey the simplicity the blacks form dialect 
involving misused pronouns: “Me will get the young 
officer outside sign after; looking for quick pro- 
motion and got recommend he.” This seems 
somewhat artificial and best annoying full- 
length novel. 


order show the gradual deterioration Shark 
number scenes are laid houses ill-fame, 
Shark repeatedly the company harlots. These 
scenes are treated delicately, and offense can 
taken with their inclusion the story, but the very 
subject matter demands some maturity the reader. 
Adults will rewarded with sensitive first novel, 
above the ordinary its sympathetic treatment 


tragic theme. Brother John, F.S.C., Ph.D., 


LaSalle College, 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

Clark, Kent The King’s Agent 
Scribner. Aug. 27,1958. 378p. $3.95. 


The British Embassy Paris the year 1716 serves 
opening scene for this competent novel historical 
intrigue. The startled Ambassador King George 
receives unusual visitor—Sir Ralph Barton, man 
long and unfavorably known the British authorities 
secret agent the deposed King James and 
faithful servant the House Stuart exile since 
the Revolution 1688. Barton informs the Ambassa- 
dor that now convinced the Stuart cause lost 
and asks permission settle England with his French 
wife and two sons. Pointing out the difficulty re- 
admitting notorious political figure the home- 
land, the Ambassador asks Sir Ralph prepare re- 
port his activities from 1685—the date began 
service under King James—to 1716. This will help the 
Government reach decision Barton’s plea. 


Sir Ralph writes his report the quiet his Paris 
dwelling, the doors his memory open up. series 
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flashbacks (interrupted scenes from the year 
1716), Barton’s complex story unfolds. The reader 
sees Sir Ralph young Tory lawyer 1685, moving 
about England and Holland behalf the King and 
coming into contact with host colorful figures: the 
King himself, dull-witted but stubborn; his Jesuit ad- 
visers; the King’s mistress; Whig plotters and William 
Orange; and shadowy agents representing King Louis 
XIV France, the Holy See and other foreign interests. 
Barton, Protestant, becomes convinced that King James’ 
policy subservience France and his rash plans 
restore Catholic ascendancy England will provoke 
rebellion. avoid unnecessary bloodshed among 
his countrymen, even contemplates killing the King. 
this scheme encouraged Esther Hemphill, 
beautiful but crafty Whig fanatic whom Barton 
enamored. But Barton’s Christian conscience makes 
him draw back from assassinating his royal master; the 
crucial moment passes, James swept from his throne, 
and Barton loyally follows him into exile. 
Before the story done, the reader introduced 
scenes suspense and action, including some fine im- 
pressions the battles Sedgemoor and the Boyne; 
Lord Jeffrey’s “Bloody and the hero’s desper- 
ate fight for his life the dark streets Paris. Thanks 
the author’s capable research and powers de- 
scription, colorful, disturbed era comes alive. His 
style, while mature, not unduly shocking; his char- 
acterizations are plausible, although the hero’s conver- 
sations with ladies have twentieth, rather than 
seventeenth century flavor. 
Summary: Harmless, entertaining piece escape liter- 
ature for adult readers. 

Robert Cunningham, 

Maryknoll Publications, 

Marynknoll, New York 


Franken, Rose The Antic Years 
Doubleday. Aug. 21,1958. 308p. $3.95. (IIa) 

Rose Franken began twenty years ago write the 
trait woman and the story marriage.” The 
Antic Years “brings close the penetrating study 
woman’s soul search maturity.” 

did not find this very penetrating study. the 
story David and Claudia who inherit some money 
and take trip Europe with their two boys and old 
German servant. The events shipboard are what 
mignt expected: Claudia gets seasick and doesn’t 
want admit it; David becomes infatuated with an- 
other woman; one the children bumps his head; 
the Café society eats and drinks its merry way across 
the ocean. Through the shipboard acquaintances they 
make ,David and Claudia change their plans and finally 
end the vacation abruptly when David’s partner 
New York has appendectomy,—with complications. 
The book full conversation and got bored with 
the 308 pages sophisticated banter. old admirer 
Claudia’s says her you were very desirable 
your sublime lack significance.” Although think 
the Claudia story marriage supposed the 
ideal American one found undesirable its lack 


significance. 
Adele Nash, 
Buffalo, New York 


Best SELLERs 


Maurois, André September Roses 
Harper. Aug. 20,1958. 224p. $3.00. 

This delicate little novel artfully blending 
mentality with sophistication. Gerard Hopkins’ trans 
lation skillful Maurois’ fine-spun style, and 
makes for happy little jewel piece about the 
essence love. 

The story French littérateur his sixties, man 
who, like Maurois himself, has been adorned with 
many laurels and mild way lionized throughout 
the world. Guillaume Fontane his name. lecture 
tour South America arranged for him, and the 
course has brief and superbly delightful affair 
with charming young Peruvian actress. 
returns Paris, faces wife who has been tormented 
the inevitable gossip and trying cope with 
what proves not entirely successful manner. The 


marriage, quarter-century old and based obviously 
deep affection and great deal mutual respect 


and understanding, begins founder. 


Then Pauline, the wife, institutes most unusual 


with the erstwhile mistress. friendship 
ultimately established, and the friendship between 
the two women grows bit bit, proportionately does 
the amorous relationship between author and mistress 
dwindle, until, the end, the warm solidarity the 
long-time marriage re-established on, anything, 
firmer footing than before. 


What sets this charming little book apart from most 


other novels marital discord the splendid 


the Fontanes. Even their most foolish, they show 
themselves basically adults humor and 


telligence and good will. Although true that 
one point Pauline almost deliberately works herself into 
near-fatal illness, she never becomes the nagging wife, 
and she moves rather majestically through her small 
martyrdom, her reproaches tinged always with love. 
Fontane himself most assuredly behaves most flam- 
boyantly schoolboy manner when falls head over 
heels love with his beautiful Lolita, but always 
knows behaving absurdly, and never ceases—like 
the good writer is—to stand off and observe himself, 
and thus saved from the accusation sheer 
senile idiocy. 

All this not say that love lightly treated 
Maurois; its way, this little book fine tribute 
has ever been paid the durability the kind 
love which intelligent and honest human beings can 
feel for each other. 

Anita Monsees, 
Ithaca, New York 


Dennis, Patrick (pseud.) 


Around the World with Auntie Mame 


Harcourt, Brace. Aug. 20,1958. 286p. $3.95. (IIb) 


With Christmas approaching, some two and half 
years after Auntie Mame took off for India with their 
son Michael tow, Patrick and Pegeen are worried 
whether they ever will see again their child. There 
has been word from Auntie Mame for more than 
four months. Trying defend Mame and quiet 
Pegeen’s fears, Patrick relates some the adventures 
and Mame survived Europe after had been 
expelled from his New England Prep School, (thanks 
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Auntie’s outrageous behavior, readers the 
phenomenally successful earlier book will remember), 
and the two set off for pre-college tour. Paris, 
Vera Charles was found living the Ritz, where 
Mame and Patrick landed and know 
Mame taking Vera’s place the Folies Bergere 
tangled with six wolfhounds, mountainous costumes 
Catherine the Great. From there London, where 
Mame taken over the rapacious Hermione who 
promises get her introduced court and where 
Mame falls love with beautiful officer the Cold- 
Guards. Then Biarritz, where Mame has 
use save Vera from fortune- 
hunter Amedeo; thence Venice and the menace 
raucous old Cousin Elmore Burnside, which 
Mussolini’s police eventually. from there Vienna 
and the desolate Schloss Stinkenbach under the fasci- 
nation handsome Putzi von Hodenlohern, episode 
which ends with gotterdaemmerungish fireworks. That 
leaves episode that starts Egypt with runaway 
camel and winds walking down mountainside 
Lebanon into Beirut and frenetic voyage greasy 
freighter headed for home via the south Asiatic seas 
and San Francisco. 

Mame and Michael arrive home time for Christmas 
with hints enough material make least one 
more Auntie Mame book. Under all the slapstick, 
there slashingly scathing satire upper-echelon 
international that gives the book its bite. 
Auntie Mame is, course, indomitably triumphant 
because she is, though addle-pated, witty and basically 
nice. 


Wagoner, David Rock 


Viking. Aug. 18,1958. 253p. $3.75. (IIb) 

Max Fallon, the protagonist this novel, disillu- 
sioned twenty-eight year old who returns his home 
near Chicago seeking some rock, some stability, some 
meaning life. Both his father and mother are in- 
effectual, and the life the slums depresses Max even 
more. takes job lifeguard and meets Kate 
Morley who returns his interest. Max feuds with his 
teen-age brother Timmy and then realizes that Timmy 
actually reincarnation himself about ten years 
and with Timmy and succeeds making the initial 
overture toward harmony and friendship. the end 
the novel Max has begun understand himself, 
and through Kate’s love seems approaching 
maturity and fulfillment. 


Mr. Wagoner writes extremely well. His dialogue 
crisp, and effective. Some his descriptions 
are excellent since brings freshness, alert aware- 
ness what sees. Many his observations are 
telling and thought-provoking. The effect the slum 
environment acutely rendered: “What want 
know how’s anybody supposed come out this 
town and able love someone else? grew 
here like something coming out wringer.” Wagoner 
captures the oppressiveness the tenements. 
much more subtle than James Farrell though not 


With all the good things this novel one, neverthe- 
€ss, must report lack narrative action. faster 
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pace needed. Curiously enough, also, this novel 
does not possess the over-all effect meaningfulness 
that should have. Perhaps this because have 
had plethora slum novels and novels about juve- 
niles and their delinquencies. Maybe walk the 
wild side” has too consciously become slumming. One 
can see much stylistic ability this novel, and yet one 
feels the end the reading that the subject not 
equal the considerable writing talent display. 

Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 

Fordham University, 

New York, New York 


Marshall, Edison Princess Sophia 
Doubleday. Aug. 7,1958. 380p. $3.95. (IIb) 

The admission Alaska the 49th State has been 
the occasion for the publication numerous articles, 
featured stories, movies and television shows. That 
this will felt the field literature inevitable. 
Most recent example this trend the release 
Edison Marshall’s current offering, based the factual 
sinking the Princess Sophia, steamship which met 
its fate off the Alaskan coast forty years ago with all 
passengers (some 343) and personnel. The heroine 
this massive Alaskan novel Sophia Hill, only child 
Dr. Stanley Hill, who has been carefully raised 
South Carolina plantation her father, educator 
with high ideals and unusually close attachment 
his daughter. Appointed the President director 
government schools Alaska, proceeds there 
accompanied Sophia whom eventually intends 
send back finish her schooling fashionable New 
England school. His plans are shattered when Sophia 
meets young Eric Anderson, self-styled “sourdough,” 
aboard ship. This romance culminates shipboard 
marriage and complete break between father and 
daughter. All this represented happening 1898. 
Eric and his bride settle small village off one the 
tributaries the great Yukon. Their peaceful exist- 
ence this Alaskan solitude brief duration. 
Sophia becomes pregnant and the zero hour ap- 
proaches, Eric obliged seek medical help 
village miles away. his arrival, while waiting for 
the half-breed Indian doctor, induced “forget 
his troubles’ renegade white doctor who feels un- 
qualified render medical assistance. Eric, semi- 
intoxicated state, has relations with Russo-Indian girl, 
and when finally arrives with the doctor too 
late. Sophia’s child born dead. year later, the 
Indian girl brings Eric’s illegitimate child Sophia and 
tells her the whole story. Sophia, shortly afterwards, 
calmly commits suicide, (Alaskan version), going 
out into sub-zero temperature and freezing death 
the Thus ends the first section this Alaskan 
novel. 


The second book takes the story Eric’s rise 
political power culminating Presidential appoint- 
ment governor the Territory. During these years, 
(1900 1918), his illegitimate son attends government 
schools, enlists military school Oregon, joins the 
Army and becomes ace World War receiving 
international acclaim “Apache Joe.” Never know- 
ing his real father, discovers the truth his return 
Alaska. This becomes political issue for Eric’s 
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opponents and results the decision Eric report 
the matter the President Washington. and 
large group passengers, representing the core 
Alaskan society, embark the Princess Sophia named 
its captain after Sophia Hill whom had met years 
ago. The account this last voyage the Princess 
Sophia told restrained manner, and the climactic 
sinking described without undue histrionics. This 
reviewer has checked the events surrounding the 
sinking the Princess Sophia and has found them sub- 
stantially accurate, allowing for interpretation and 
imaginative details which are explained the author. 
The Princess Sophia novel more than passing 
interest and presents interesting tableau Alaskan 
life the early decades this century. may not 
the great novel about Alaska which apparently yet 
conceived but will become part Alaskiana. 
The note determinism fatalism the novel 
perhaps justifiable for reasons the ultimate tragedy. 
The Princess Sophia seems the mystic counter- 
part Sophia Hill. The book contains some passages 
which, because their sexual content, and amorality 
render suitable only for the mature reader. 


Edmund Byrne, 
Richmond, Virginia 


Kronenberger, Louis 
Marlborough’s Duchess. Study 
Worldliness 

Knopf. Sept. 15,1958. 314p. $5.75. 


The title, Marlborough’s Duchess, promised fascinat- 
ing book that, upon reading, proved dull one. The 
sub-title, Study might better have 
been Study Quarrelsomeness.” page 265, 
the author seems admit that limelighted the 
Duchess’s quarrels. 


Not based any original research, the biography plods 
along with pace that never quickens. And reader 
not conversant with the period not retentive 
explanation once given will trip over many the alter- 
nate names used for the nobility. 

The Duchess Marlborough, Sarah Jennings Churchill, 
was born Royalist family week after the Restora- 
tion. fifteen she and Anne, the future queen, four 
years her junior, had become friends. Sarah was 
lively fay and Anne awkward thing when Sarah first 
began dancing Court balls with John Churchill, 
lieutenant-colonel, ten years her senior. They promptly 
fell love. 


Although John had five years previously been the lover 
Lady Castlemaine, yet presumably late 1677 
early 1678, secretly “married for love, girl who 
for the longest time, out pride, out prudence, out 
ungracious need have the last word, refused 
him.” Both were quite poor. 

Princess Anne and Prince George Denmark were 
married July 28, 1683, and Sarah was appointed one 
Anne’s ladies the bedchamber, while John was 
made Scottish baron. And during Monmouth’s Rebel- 
lion, which John beat and captured the Duke 
Monmouth, was made brigadier-general. 

When William Orange appeared, John threw his 
lot with him and the Coronation was made Earl 


Kronenberger 


Marlborough. Shortly thereafter Queen Mary ordered 
her sister get rid Sarah, who was known the 
Princess Mrs. Freeman and who called Anne, Mrs, 
Morley. Anne refused. The Marlboroughs were 
bidden the Court and John was sent the Tower for 
time charge treason. Four years later, 1697, 
was restored favor and the Privy Council. 


Two days after Anne became Queen 1702, she dis 
patched Marlborough Holland rouse 
allies and prepare spring campaign against the 
French. Sarah become Groom the Stole, Mistress 
the Robes and Comptroller the Privy Purse. For 
four more years Sarah and Anne remained good friends, 
though totally different religious and political views 
and temperament. War with France began spring, 
John was made duke. When the Marlboroughs lost 
their only son, Sarah was prostrated, secluded herself 
and refused see even the Queen. 


Soon Anne and Sarah began express their differences 
more explicitly. Sarah even turned the Duke, 
mentioning unidentified woman. Again the 
Continent, the Duke was victorious Donauworth 
and, with Prince Eugene, Blenheim. England 
was given acclaim, acreage and annuities. And 
1705, grateful Anne allowed him build himself 
Blenheim Palace government expense. 


Vanbrugh designed and built most the structure, 
which took about twenty years and three hundred 
thousand pounds. Sarah fumed during most the 
construction period, but 1705 she had occasion 
quarrel because her Whigs were power and she 
had the ear and the heart the Queen. 

Shortly thereafter, however, Sarah became bored 
the Queen, avoided her and thereby allowed her 
(Sarah’s) cousin, Abigail Hill, the Queen’s waiting 
woman, supplant her the Queen’s 
Abigail Hill promptly smuggled Harley the back 
stairs see and influence Anne. 

November, 1707, the erstwhile friends 
separated. And the occasion the celebration 
the Duke’s victories Ramillies and Oudenarde, 
the Queen wore none the jewels that the Mistress 
the Robes had laid out. Sarah stormed the 
Queen, whose husband lay dying. his death the 
Queen took notice Sarah’s sympathy. 
Sarah lost all her appointments and John was relieved 
all his employments that December 31. 


After two and half years the Continent, the 


boroughs returned August 1714, the day that 
Anne died. George immediately made the Duke 
Captain General again and gave honors his family, 
but official place Court Sarah. She promptly 
took sides with the future George II. 

And after the Duke’s death 1722, upon which she 
inherited two million pounds, she quarreled with her 
daughters and forbade them Blenheim. She fought 
with Walpole, whom she had fostered, when came 
power; and with Caroline when she became Queen. 
Some friends she had: Lady Mary Wortley Montagu, 
Pope, and Lady Huntingdon. And she indulged her 
granddaughter Lady Diana Spencer and the 
brother Jack, who inherited most the Marlborough 
estate, which had somewhat diminished because the 
more than three hundred thousand pounds the “world- 
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woman had given away charity “during her 
widowhood alone.” 


Marlborough’s Duchess not book for beginners. 
And yet, since does research the source ma- 
terial covering the last period the Duchess’s life, 
might well have done, not rewarding book for 
those who know the period covered, especially the 
Continental campaign the Duke. 


Joachim Daleiden, O.F.M., 
Quincy College, 
Quincy, Illinois 


Lord Russell Liverpool 

The Knights Bushido 
Dutton. Aug. 13, 1958. 335p. $5.00. (III) 
This sickening, disgusting, revolting, nauseating 
account; documented dissertation diplomatic 
devilry and military murder. The author, one Eng- 
land’s leading jurists, gives here companion volume 
The Scourge the Swastika, both volumes being 
endeavor give the reading public documented his- 
tory the war crimes the Nazis and Japanese 
World War II. Russell achieves his purpose. 
The Knights Bushido contains fifteen chapters, 
twelve which are devoted the story Japanese 
atrocities. describe one must call upon every 
known synonym for massacre, murder, torture, rape, 
mutilation, slaughter, plunder, arson, looting, robbery, 
devastation, brutality and even cannabalism. 


Lord Russell refers his “unpleasant” material his 
preface. was “unpleasant” write and most 
“unpleasant” read those twelve chapters. Before 
one finished has sounded the depths depravity, 
human and otherwise. 


For those with other than ghoulish interests the book 
has two good parts. Chapters and give good 
historical background recounting the development 
Japan from 1931 through the forming the Tripartite 
Alliance September 27, 1940, and Pearl Har- 
bor. Chapter entitled “Retribution” gives the ac- 
count and sentences Japan’s major war criminals. 


One the most interesting parts the book the 
Appendix which treats four legal aspects war crimes. 
This lawyer’s statement the items: “Superior’s 
Orders, “military necessity,” “Guerrilla warfare,” and 
“legitimate reprisals.” 


After reading such book the question must come: 
How can human beings such things? Lord Russell 
puts down corruption what were one time 
admirable principles Japanese conduct: 
Ichiu,” which meant simply, making the world one big 
family, and “Kodo,” loyalty the Emperor. Both were 
cardinal points for the devoted Japanese known 
Knights Bushido. these principles basis 
the military gradually took over the government start- 
ing the 1920’s, adopted policy world conquest 
any means, added idea divine mission for 
the master race (Japan)—result: Chapters III XIV 
inclusive. 

One might also ask: any good purpose achieved 
publishing this book? True, does give historical 
summary what happened Japan prior Pearl 
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Harbor, and does synopsize the evidence and trial 
the war criminals. But, aside from arousing ideas 
revenge, one could well question the effect such 
book, for the general reading public, the family and 
friends those whose loved ones did not return 
who are still listed 


Librarians: I’m sure you can find books more 
“pleasant” nature which expend your limited 


budgets. 
Peter Damian Holzer, O.F.M., Ph.D., 
Quincy College, 
Quincy, Illinois 


Szabo, Tamas Boy the Rooftop 
Little, Brown. Sept. 180p. $3.75. (I) 

Boy the Rooftop bloody but true and glorious 
account young (fifteen-years old) freedom fighter’s 
unforgettable memories the time took part the 
heroic Hungarian Revolt ruthlessly crushed late 
1956. Tamas Szabo the pseudonym the leader 
one group the famous Corvin Passage group, which 
consisted schoolboys between fourteen and six- 
teen years age. now lives Paris where wrote 
this dramatic book. 

There here long development the early lives 
these youngsters; behind them only fairly happy child- 
hood, but the present the year 1956 last despair 
and the awakening magnificent ideas. the hearts 
all them burned inextinguishable desire for 
better future. was, too, one those youths, with 
different group, and can aver that this not 
idealized picture, but completely authentic. 

the Budapest uprising, Tamas joined the Vth Com- 
mand and became the elected leader large group 
schoolboys. They had seen great deal suffering 
that had, fact, changed schoolboys into fighters. The 
group’s bloody adventures took place around their 
school building, around the famous Corvin Theater 
and the Landler Street where many them lost their 
lives. The young rebels come closer the hearts 
readers than the war’s older veterans very reason 
their youth and promise. Their wishes are the 
dreams the future; their deaths shockingly tragic. 


our days more and more people feel the weight 
the future, and some are fearful its horrible dangers. 
But the people the captive nations look for more 
human life. Boy the Rooftop not only witness 
the unwritten law that liberty more precious than 
life, but proof that today’s youth are worthy and, 
real sense, have earned better future. 


Magyar Zoltan 


(The author this review young Hungarian student one 
our eastern universities who took active part the October 
and November fighting Hungary 1956 and fled for his life 
when the armored might Russia crushed out their bid for free- 
dom. Like his compatriot, whose book reviews, uses 
pseudonym protect those his family still living Hungary.) 


Daniel, Hawthorne 


The Ordeal the Captive Nations 
Doubleday. July 17,1958. 316p. $4.50. 


This magnificent attempt describe most in- 
volved history concerning the twelve Eastern European 
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nations which share the space behind the Iron Curtain 
with the Soviet Union. The enormity the task 
proves too much for the author and well might 
for anyone within the limitation single volume. 

not merely content where the author has diffi- 
culty. Mr. Daniel, who has done some great writing 
the past, leaves much desired his interpreta- 
tion the past forty years. seems imply most 
strongly that much the Communists’ success 
Eastern Europe has been accidental. fails note 
that Eastern Europe there was always pattern 
infiltration and collaboration before nation fell com- 
pletely under the spell Red invaders. Abetting the 
Reds’ cause was the inevitable and always disastrous 
attempt Eastern European leaders play the 
game Coexistence. Sometimes the Coexistence was 
merely ideological but oftentimes was physical. 
Strangely enough these leaders, whether Hungary, 
Poland, elsewhere, seemed surprised when Coexist- 
ence for them became translated into Nonexistence. 

Mr. Daniel seems prone excuse this type stupidity 
which has prevailed each the eleven nations 
stretching from Finland the North Albania the 
South. Their leaders played with Fascist, Socialist, 
Collectivist, Communistic fire and were 
not once, but repeatedly. Their ordeal has been self- 
made great extent and the unmaking will have 
come from their own vigorous efforts and not through 
the efforts gifts, debates, hand-wringing, wishful- 
thinking. Master Plan has conquered these nations 
—the counteraction cannot Coexistence time-con- 


suming conversion. 
Francis Gannon, 
University Scranton 


Newcomb, Richard Abandon Ship 
Holt. Sept. 281p. $3.95. 


The heavy cruiser, Indianapolis, while proceeding alone 
from Guam Leyte, was sunk torpedoes from 
Japanese submarine just two weeks before Day with 
the loss almost 900 lives. 

The loss such large ship would tragic enough 
any time. the case the Indianapolis the tragedy 
was compounded the fact that the loss the ship 
did not become known for almost three and half 
days. For the survivors, these were interminable days 
and longer nights which they saw their numbers 
reduced more than half exhaustion 
took their terrible toll. 

How could such thing happen? Who was respon- 
Those are questions that run throughout the 
story; story replete with coincidences, accidents, Fate 
—call them what you will—that played large parts 
the outcome. 

Had the moon not broken clear just when did; had 
the Jap submarine not surfaced just when did; had 
the Indianapolis been only few miles from her actual 
position, might well have been just another case 
ships that pass the night. Had one the Jap tor- 
pedoes not hit just where did, the ship probably 
could have gotten off the distress messages tried 
send. Then most, not all, those who got clear 
would have been saved and all them would have 
been spared the terrible days and nights awaiting rescue. 


SELLERs 


Had the message Rear Adm. McCormick not been 
garbled; had the arrangements for the Indianapolis 
hold target practice she approached Honmohon 
Point been completed; had the local authorities noticed 
that the ship had not arrived schedule—any these 
“ifs” and rescue operations could have been started 
hours, perhaps even full day, earlier. 


the other hand, had not Lt. Gwinn had trouble 
with the new type trailing antenna that was testing 
his PBY, rescue would not have come soon 
did. 

Captain McVay, commanding officer the Indianapolis 
is, naturally, the central figure the story, but 
far from his story alone, the author brings many 
the officers and men the ill-fated ship and most 
those who had anything with her last trip 
the rescue the survivors. 

The story well written. You get good picture 
the ship, the effect the torpedo hits, the men 
the water awaiting rescue, the actual rescue and 


the administrative actions taken the Navy after 


the disaster. 

Unfortunately, the author does not stop there but 
rehashes the clamor for scape-goat which, the 
time, developed into almost journalistic orgy. After 
more than twelve years this can good anyone 
but can and well may bring added misery the hun- 
dreds who lost fathers, sons, brothers, loved ones 
opening old wounds that time may have done much 


heal. 
Moses, Capt., USN (Ret.) 


Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Miers, Earl Schenck The Great Rebellion 
World. Sept. 8,1958. 369p. $6.00. 


Earl Miers, who has written number solid works 
the Civil War, adds his output with The Great 
Rebellion, confining his attention the political aspects 
the War period. The military angle only men- 
tioned insofar pertains final victory. The 
tical movements the armies, the successes and 
feats, bloody they were, are secondary importance 
this book. “There are great battles this book,” 
the author says his prologue, “no Bull Run Shiloh, 
seven days the Peninsula, Fredericksburg and 
Chancellorsville.” But there some magnificent prose 
and the reader, likes history, will find this book 
one that will not allow itself put aside. 


The Great Rebellion begins 1860 and ends Appo- 
mattox Court House. Earl Miers loads his book with 
anecdotes and historical odds and ends. The reader 
learns that straw vote 1860, the inmates 
Auburn Prison gave 862 votes Stephen Douglass, 300 
John Breckenridge, none Abraham Lincoln; that 
vice-president Hamlin was accused being mulatto, 
with Robert Rhett demanding “could any decent 
South Carolinian tolerate negro vice-president.” That 
member the Ugly Club wrote letter Lincoln 
addressed, “Deformed Sir.” And there occur gem after 
gem. 

Mr. Miers congratulated. His book shows dili- 
gent research and thorough familiarity with his 
terial. has the courage use little-known facts 
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and spice the fabric his central theme with humor 
enough stop and tell good tale for the sake the 
telling. His biographical sketches are superb. This 
book find without flaw and rate 


mended any reader. 
Frank Brown, M.A., 
University Scranton 


Breyfogle, William 
Make Free: The Story the Underground 
Railroad 


Lippincott. Sept. 10, 1958. 287p. $4.50. 


Mr. Breyfogle Canadian, graduate Dartmouth 
College, former Rhodes scholar Oxford and stu- 
dent the University Munich, and his publishers 
boast that “an excellent person write about the 
Underground Railroad and the turbulent years which 
preceded the Civil War because this 
crucial period United States history objectively.” 
the candid opinion this reviewer, Mr. Breyfogle 
does not live that boast. This not objective 
survey either the Underground Railroad movements 
free slaves who fled the galling yoke the “peculiar 
institution,” much less any objective rendition 
the causes which led the nation sacrifice nearly 
million her bravest youths war which was not 
The author should first have drenched 
himself the historical facts and then absorbed the 
flavor the three sections—East, West, and South— 
before indulging series dogmatic chapters the 
background, causes and effects which led the 
Civil War. flounders names, dates, events; and 
apparently pleading subjectively thesis based 
Faulkner’s Economic Determinism History. 


The whole work done black and white; there are 
only good guys and bad guys, heroes villains. 
Stephen Douglass, for instance, solely motivated 
the Kansas-Nebraska Act his fierce determination 
have the terminus the transcontinental railroad 
Chicago; Lincoln’s policy gradual emancipation and 
interference where slavery existed pictured 
fumbling attempt appease the aristocratic slave- 
owners; Frederick Douglas’ account his life slave 
Talbot County, Maryland, portrayed the last 
word the horrors concomitant with slavery, while 
the witness Olmstead the New York Times looked 
upon with suspicion. The Southern middle-class, small 
though was number, brushed aside peremptorily 
existed wielded any influence. The 
mass the overseers below the Mason-Dixon line are 
blood brethren the fictional Simon Legree, ignorant 
uncouth, whisky-sodden. Henry Clay and Daniel Web- 
ster, until reach the last few pages, are listed 
foolish men who attempted compromise the uncom- 
promisable. And goes and on. Since the 
volume contains footnotes, references, and 
very sketchy bibliography, Mr. Breyfogle has certainly 
not added the scholarly books this crucial and 
controversial era history. 

The part the volume the actual working the 
Underground Railroad is, because the lack docu- 
mentation, based the author’s interweaving fact 
and imagination. well done and these days 
racial stress and strain should read focus the atten- 
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tion man’s cruelty man and demonstrate 
both races that the quest for freedom prerogative 
color, but vivid longing deep man’s nature that 
will not quelled whip, curse, julep kindness, 
much less “black codes” fugitive-slave laws. 


Berkeley Kines, 
St. Joseph’s College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Dabbs, James McBride The Southern Heritage 
Knopf. Aug. 18, 1958. 273p. $4.00. (I) 

This refreshing book these days mob-violence 
Little Rock and the impending turbulence that will 
mark the opening schools throughout the Southern 
states. Here 100% Southerner who can with calm- 
ness and the tranquility golden sunset over the 
Great Smokies thoroughly and logically appreciate 
and weigh, language eminently readable, the mostly 
intangible and will-o-wisp reality which guides all 
thinking below the Mason-Dixon line, namely the 
South’s “way life,” what Mr. Dabbs calls its “heri- 
tage” the title this compact, concise 
sary volume. This reviewer full accord with 
Hodding Carter that Mr. Dabbs has written “the most 
meaningful comment the race situation yet made 
Southerner.” 


But quickly let the danger signals hoisted! This 
work not going easy reading for those looking 
for simple black-or-white, yes-or-no solution 
problem that has haunted this land since the bygone 
days when handful wishfully-thinking men foisted 
the nation program which misnamed 
struction.” Again, this volume will scarcely receive 
passing nod from the lunatic-fringe the southern 
now masquerading under 
name “Citizens’ Committee” simply because these 
deluded souls are most fearful peaceful solution, 
especially the political field. Nor will receive any 
plaudits from the N.A.A.C.P., which unfortunately 
times keeps repeating, with baleful monotony, the sing- 
song mishmash the Abolitionist long ago. 


Mr. Dabbs was born Mayesville, South Carolina, 
1896; served World War was farmer after 
the war, left the plantation teach college. had 
graduated from both the University South Carolina 
and from Clark University. tried his luck free- 
lance writing for magazines and, although has pub- 
lished over 100 articles, this his first book. 1957 
was elected president the Southern Regional 
Council and elder the Presbyterian Church. 


With keen insight and incisive pen, Dabbs weighs the 
relative value segregation and desegregation against 
the background the land and the people and their 
history from ante-bellum days down the present. 
This not much historical analysis analytic 
portrayal what made the South historian’s para- 
dise. Across the pages comes the negro from the tom- 
tom beater the African jungles until emerges 
with banjo his knees giving something himself 
the whites and absorbing much more what the 
white man called his culture. Not omitting the hor- 
rors the fratricidal war, the necessity both races 
for each other during this fiery period deftly handled. 
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But, this reviewer, Mr. Dabbs his best the 
periods gradual recovery through “Jim-Crowism” 
until emerges into the light today with its intri- 
cate maze the South’s acceptance the modern 
“ism” which industrialism. brings the reader 
those southern characteristics wherein the author 
hopes find the partial answer his query; they are 
relaxation, friendliness, gentleness manner, love 
the land, all which the frenzied admirers this 
“atomic age” label, whether the producer 
black, laziness.” 

Mr. Dabbs has written this book “For those who love 
the South much they want make better.” 
you not find yourself this category for any reason, 
but you want least understand what the South 
is, then read The Southern Heritage. 


Berkeley Kines, 


Binkley, Wilfred 
American Political Parties, Their Natural 
History 
Third Edition, Revised and Enlarged. Knopf. 
1958. 470p. $5.75. 
The contemporary American party system amal- 
gam blocs, alliances, interest and pressure groups. 
Each group has its spokesman and programs yet one 
element willing accept the reins governmental 
responsibility. Rather each element has been content 
operate within the structure our two major poli- 
tical parties. Despite their weaknesses these antennae 
public opinion are today unqualifiedly accepted 
important bulwarks our democratic institutions. 


Such has not always been the judgment history 
the role political parties. Traditionally there was 
aversion these barometers public attitude. 


Aug. 18, 


common knowledge that those sitting the Constitu- 


HEADLINERS 


Book and Classification Author and Review 
Anatomy Murder (IIb) Traver Jan. 15, 
The Enemy Camp (III) Weidman 
The King Must Die (IIb) Renault Aug. 
The Image Makers (IIb) Dryer June 15, 
Ice Palace (Ila) Ferber Apr. 
Around the World with 

Auntie Mame Dennis Sept. 15, ’58 
Strangers When Meet (IV) Hunter Aug. 
The Time the Dragons Aug. 15, ’58 
The Winthrop Woman (IIb) Seton Mar. ’58 
Lolita (IV) Nabokov 15, 
The Northern Light (Ila) Cronin June 
The Portuguese Escape Bridge Aug. 
Chez Pavan (Ila) Llewellyn 
Seidman and Son (1) Moll May 15, 

NON-FICTION 

The Affluent Society (1) Galbraith July 
Only America (Ila) Golden Aug. 
Masters Deceit (1) Hoover Mar. 15, 
Please Don’t Eat the Daisies Kerr Dec. 
Dear Abby (IIb) Van Buren 15, 
Baa, Baa Black Sheep (Ila) Boyington Aug. 15, 
Kids Say the Darnedest Things (Ila) Linkletter 
The Ordeal Woodrow Wilson H.Hoover 
All About Men (Ila) Peck May 15, 
Mister Music Maker, 

Lawrence Welk Coakley July 


Binkley O’Callaghan 


SELLERs 


ional Convention did not expect the development 
political parties. The framers realized that inevitably 
there would issues which individuals and groups 
would disagree but these issues should not advanced 
permanent organizations contending for 
power. Permanent political parties would split the 
nation into factions and this turn would 
rable damage national unity. 


Scarcely had the new government got under way than 
the unexpected began take place. Those who secured 
the ratification the Constitution were now charge 
the Federal Government. Under Alexander 
ton’s leadership this group combination put into effect 
set policies biased favor the commercial 
and financial interests that the agrarians organized 
strictly matter self-preservation. Motivated 
Thomas Jefferson, the Republicans developed perma- 
nent organization different principle and economic 


composition. Here was the effective counterbalance 


Federalist domination. 
With time each party has experienced change. 


The 


centralization policies the Federalists can find little 
affinity with the decentralist programs Eisenhower 


Republicanism. The campaign goals the Democratic 
standard bearer Adlai Stevenson were only nominally 
similar the aims Jeffersonian Republicanism. For- 
tuitiously each party has done much allay the fears 
the Founding Fathers. Instead dividing the 
public, the party system has worked its stabilizing 
force. 


Written scholarly and surprisingly objective style, 
(Dr. Brinkley served Mayor Ada, Ohio), this new 
revised edition brings the history political parties 
down the present day. His treatment political 
events since 1948 readable, frank and 
book should read all. However its greatest value 
for students American political parties. 


Scully, 


University Scranton 


O’Callaghan, Sean 


The Easter Lily (The Story the I.R.A.) 
Roy. Aug. 18,1958. 219p. $3.50. 


this book the author attempts give account 
some earlier Irish history and tells some his family 
history, dwelling especially his own experience 
the also gives some account activi- 
ties from the time the Spanish Civil War the 
present day. 


including some scraps earlier Irish history the 
author appears attempting trace the growth 
the fails. The connection which should 
have been made between these first chapters and the 
rest the book missing and the reader left wonder- 
ing why they have been included. wondered 
the author might not have succeeded better had 
not been engrossed portraying his family history. 


The same may said the account the 
experiences the seems forget that his 
book subtitled “The Story the is, 
would better subtitled “The Experiences Sean 
O’Callaghan.” 
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When does get little away from the personal angle 
his account the “Bombing Campaign” England 
are inclined wonder the author might not 
biased. For this stage left the and joined 
the Free State Army. This latter army is, tells us, 
the army the government Southern Ireland, 
and government opposed and not recognized 
the How could member this army give 
unbiased history the especially such man 
the author, who seems only see things from per- 
sonal viewpoint? 

The first piece objective writing the whole book 
the appendix, and that copy the “S” Plan— 
the LR.A. plan campaign. would have been 
relief the author could have gotten away from him- 
and his family when attempted write the 
story the LR.A. were glad get away from 
them! Mairin Elias 


(Mairin Mullarkey Elias was born Galway and educated 
County Mayo and Dublin, graduating from Carysfort College 
Dublin. She taught for three years the Dublin elementary 
schools and served Adjutant General for Cumann mBan, 
(Woman’s Branch the I.R.A.) and was officer command 
the Dublin Battalion. Mrs. Elias now teaching Cranford, 


New Jersey.) 

Lee, Roger I., M.D. Doctor Speaks His Mind 
Little, Brown. Sept. 120p. $3.00. 


affable, highly-regarded and happy New England 
physician, Doctor Roger Lee, blessed with long life, 
(he now his has had distinguished 
career medicine. his more than half century 
active practice has not lost touch with his Alma 
Mater, Harvard, where was professor Hygiene 
and later organized the school Public Health. 
has made many loyal friends both here and abroad 
and has acquired international reputation attested 
the numerous honors, elective offices and tokens 
respect conferred upon him. 

way introduction, the author indicates that his 
book consists largely mundane musings related 
medical matters. fact critique present-day 
medical practice brought about changing society 
and scientific advances.” Criticisms, usually mild, are 
sometimes militant. 

Doctor Lee has great regard for the Hippocratic Oath. 
believes the moral standard which the 
medical profession should guided rendering care 
patients. also strong advocate the rugged 
individualism doctors and vehemently objects the 
infringement labor, insurance companies and the 
government upon medical practice. his opinion 
that the general practitioner the backbone medi- 
cine and thoroughly denounces the doctor who 
tushes through twenty patients hour instead 
performing conscientious examinations. 
looks with jaundiced eye upon specialists who not 
know the patient whole. voices his disrespect 
for certain recent developments and laboratory proce- 
Two objects Doctor Lee’s wrath are false sta- 
tistics and “light nourishing diets.” 

universal profession; another, wanting completeness, 


concerns medical progress; best all the chapter 
Public health. 


Lee Henderson Hasley 223 


Regardless what the reader may deem con- 
troversial opinions, Doctor Lee has had the gumption 
least speak his mind. 


William White, M.D. 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 
Henderson, Ian and Philip Goodhart 
Man Hunt Kenya 


Doubleday. Aug. 7,1958. $3.95. 


Robert Ruark just about made the Mau Mau trouble 
Africa his own private game preserve when wrote 
Something Value. few others tried cash 
the publicity which Ruark’s book got, but the attempts 
fell flat their faces. expected something like that 
this book. was happily disappointed. 
1952 African Chief was killed his own village. 
Within few months Kenya became focal point 
interest the world that killing grew into one the 
most fantastic and horrifying blood cults the history 
Africa—which had had quite few bloody ones 
the past. The word Mau-Mau became raised eye- 
brow throughout the world, and the sound unspeak- 
able horror Kenya. stood for all the unspeakable 
meanness which man capable, was practiced 
intelligent group Africans that part Africa 
under the domination Great Britain. 1955 the 
number terrorists had been reduced fifteen hun- 
dred under Dedan Kimathi, head the Mau Mau 
movement, and Ian Henderson was given the job 
tracking him down. This book that story, and found 
one the most interesting books have come across 
many years. 
“First you catch tiger and Henderson set out 
do. And caught two. And then set the tiger 
catch more tigers, and soon had his own little 
army, made exclusively Mau Mau terrorists who 
were willing catch other Mau Maus. And 
grew, and ever closer Dedan Kimathi, but never 
quite there. the story manhunt, but even more 
detection which incredible, and patience un- 
matched. you have any interest the hunt, 
Africa, detection, human understanding, you will 
find this book hard resist. 

O’Gorman 


Hasley, Lucile Saints and Snapdragons 
Sheed and Ward. Sept. 10, 1958. 214p. $3.00. (I) 
Lucile Halsey has divided her new book into two parts: 
“Essays” and “Shorties.” True the reputation she 
gained for herself when she published Reproachfully 
Yours and The Mouse Hunter, again Saints and 
Snapdragons she manages persuade the reader that 
really enjoying this life. 

Her Essays explore the hazards and joys togtherness 
(family togetherness pull-it-apartness?) 
saints and panel quizzes TV, hobbies that ride you, 
going round and round because everybody does, and 
score other adventures perilous and exhilarating all 
the same time. 

sheer dexterity and deftness handling recom- 
mend “On First Dipping Into Mr. facility 
turn phrases and for “pearls wisdom” flippantly 
uncovered, mind excellent. Not far behind 
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just what did Eliot mean when wrote 
“Teach care and not 

Lucile Hasley meanders for her essay subject matter 
through gardens and old recipe files, chats with angels 
and about Our Lady, samples Hallowe’en and Christ- 
mas, quips “Whatever Lola wants, Lola gets,” and 
emerges with sound theology, mischievous self-analysis 
and downright propaganda for the faith. 


The second part called “Shorties.” are pro- 
voking and tantalizing questions which dog the reader 
for days. Sample: Why like questionaires? Why 
St. Francis Sales beguiling 1958 1609? 
Why plain middle class neighbor- 
hoods shows life which just strange. What this 
thing called home? And the answers? They are there 
all right even the shortest the shorties, implied 
not stated, insinuated not obvious. 


This book recommend heartily. should read 
bit time give the chuckles chance rise and 
read aloud, book for thought and action. 


Sister Mary William, Ph.D., 
President 

College St. Catherine, 

St. Paul, Minnesota 


Godfrey, John The Look Eagles 
Random House. Sept. 245p. $3.95. (IIb) 


From the pen dying man fall the words The 
Look Eagles. John Godfrey began this autobiography 
when learned his death sentence from physicians. 
finished the work short months before died 
June 12, 1958, the age Amyotrophic Lateral 
Sclerosis, ALS, commonly known the Lou Gehrig’s 
disease. There cure. John Godfrey learned that 
tried desperately this country and Germany 
for final relief. Landing Germany for final, frantic, 
expensive ($1000 month) attempt the hands 
Doctor Boss was ironic. Over Germany directing death 
fighter pilot John Godfrey had won international 
fame the third ranking ace the United States Air 
Force World War II. The book begins with the 
verdict ALS and the futility Godfrey’s trip 
German Dr. Boss. flashback encounter the 
rest his life. 

The writing ordinary. times the events pilot’s 
life lift sufficiently make for interest. found the 
early life, the Canadian period training with the 
Royal Air Force, even the early combat experiences, 
dull reading. Alarming the cavalier dealing forni- 
cation, military disobedience, almost blasphemous pro- 
fanity. The starkness such faults rubbed off, 
suppose, service life and the tensions combat. 
Yet forced remark that Major Godfrey might 
have faced his problems and especially the problem 
death from disease, with better sense their value, 
had possessed deeper religious convictions. The 
Bible his only comfort toward the end. Yet the 
seeming folly death such age and with future 
promise, seems overwhelming. that last terrible 
struggle faith based less feeling, more the solid 
figure Christ, would have done much. would 


Godfrey Baines Johnston 


have seen, too, events, people, and especially 
women, more the Image God. 


Yet for the adult this autobiography worthwhile. 
telling has the blunt impact truth. John 
was success Air Force Ace; businessman th: 
lace industry; senator; father and husband. Death 
punctuates for all final, complete 
Godfrey writes looking death, and through such eye; 
Eugene Linehan, 


Baines, Frank Look Toward the Seq 
Dutton. Sept. 255p. $3.75. 


Frank Baines was only child, apparently badly 
spoiled, certainly precocious, who spent most his 
youth with older people. had few, any, 
his own age but this not surprising usually saw 
only the ugly side things and took great delight 
making those met uncomfortable. 


The arrangement is, say the least, confusing the 
author takes you from locale locale with little regard 
time. not born until page 135; goes from 
one age younger one time and again; only the last 
few chapters have any real chronological continuity. 
The book described the dust cover “auto 
biography,” but the story what the author calls his 
“imaginative life” much, not more, descrip 
tion the places where lived visited and the 
people there than story his life. such, 
excellent. Baines has good command words 
his descriptions have reality and his characters have 
life. 

The story ends when young Frank goes sea the 
age eighteen. more collection incidents 
than connected story. Many the incidents, such 
that the visit the opera, are both interesting 
and entertaining; some, such those that make 
most the chapter “Infantile Sex,” lend nothing 
otherwise good, though some times hard read, 


book. 
Moses 


Johnston, Hamilton Doctor’s Orders 
Sloan. 279p. $3.75. (IIb) 


Doctor Truscott, nearing fifty, funny, fat and 


balding, who signs himself “waving broken arabes 


que which somehow evolved down the years” 
lovable, indeed beloved, doctor the old school. His 


numerous patients regard him kindly special friend. 


many ways failure, victim the times 
live in—but very comfortable.” Yet there were 
periods when considered himself rather hard up. 
only could make another three hundred pounds 
year, felt assured might, all his troubles 
anticipate the tricks fate. Neither did reckon 
with the author’s cleverness and sense humor. 

Instead being great miracle man who amazingly 
performs highly original and delicate operation 
who devises unimaginable and complicated technical 
procedure, the choice most authors, Doctor Truscott 
remains simple, practical, 
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becomes the symbol satire and ridicule. 
meets with intrigue and treachery, indeed badly 
injured conspired auto accident; and threatened 
with blackmail. 


His divorced mate’s caprice, his daughter’s emotional 
and his wife Margaret’s ineptitude, incom- 
petence and whimsy are doubt partly blame for 
the Doctor’s irritable and rebellious moods. But there 
another factor, perhaps stronger than the rest. 
his glands: gonads and prostate. They too add his 
troubles. victim the panic and frustration 
that often accompanies waning manhood. 


Whether Hamilton Johnston himself doctor not 
revealed. presume is. Else has most unusual 
insight into the complex personality and psychology 
the moderately prosperous middle-aged general practi- 
tioner. besides keenly familiar with the opera- 
indeed, shortcomings—of the British Wel- 
fare State. Coupled with this background apparently 
first hand knowledge, the author makes considerable 
contribution understanding the art medi- 
cine, its tribulations, futilities, temptations and the 
biological frailities man. 


Somewhere among the experiences Doctor Truscott, 
the reader will find one reminiscent his own. And 
one who enjoys the rewarding hours spent with 
Doctor’s Orders can fail believe physicians are 
human after all. Page after page chuckle provoking. 


Were not for the several extramarital occurrences, 
Johnston’s book might have been generally recom- 


mended. 
William White, M.D., 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 
Clue-Works 
Frank O’Gorman, Contributing Editor 
Brown, Fredric One for the Road 


Dutton. Aug. 11,1958. 189p. $2.95. (I) 


One for the Road very well plotted novel detec- 
tion, and think you will enjoy reading it. the 
story newspaperman small town tracking down 
the story killing and ending with the 
his grave discomfort. For some strange reason, found 
the book easy put down when felt tired, suspect 
there deficiency somewhere. But the deficiency 
not very noticeable. enjoyed the writing job and 
the conclusion seems reasonably logical. 


Benson, Ben The Affair the Exotic Dancer 
Mill Morrow. Sept. 10,1958. 188p. $3.00. 


will confess that came this book with grave reser- 
vations. There gaudy dust jacket that would dis- 
courage almost anyone. But page forty was hope- 
lessly caught, and think one the best I’ve 
come across this year. Two stories run through the 
book, the story murder ,and the story the mur- 
derer. They meet eventually and they become one 
fine story. was courageous decision Benson’s 
Part try run them parallel, and his success this 
most difficult trick has produced superb example 
good writing. Don’t miss one the best efforts around. 


Howard, James Murder Takes Wife 
Dutton. Sept. 11,1958. 192p. $2.95. (Ila) 


you step outside the regular format the murder 
novel, you’d darn well better know what you’re doing, 
murdered the critics and the readers. 
Murder Takes Wife one those novels which puts 
you into the mind the top pro who can 
had nice rates you want your wife polished off— 
and you through the whole story his head. 
not very nice head. filled with self love, sadism, 
seduction and salesmanship. one those stories 
which could not possibly written, since you know 
there one left writing it. But also one 
the better jobs the season, convincing you that 
thought could not possibly have been written, was 
very nice that was. think the mature reader 
will amused. 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S BOOKS 
Helen Butler, Ph.D., Associate Editor 
Department Librarianship, Marywood College 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 
book Specially Recommended 
book Recommended 

Adler, Irving 

The Tools Science from Yardstick 

Cyclotron 
Illustrated Ruth Adler. Day. July, 1958. 128p., 
photogs. $3.00. 
Rather special its scope, this science book limits itself 
description the instruments and machines which 
modern scientists used detection, identification and 
measurement. the author’s words: “Some (tools) 
are included because they are important. Others are 
included simply because they are interesting. each 
case there explanation how the tool works, and 
why used.” Thus, have the micrometer, pen- 
dulum, vacuum pump, electric generator, chromato- 
graph, telescope, spectrometer, electronic camera, atom 
smasher, particle detector, and atomic clock. The de- 
scription each short and simply phrased, the ap- 
proach carefully developed. the uninitiated, how- 
ever, the book may still close reading. always, 
Ruth Adler’s drawings are clean-cut and enlightening. 


addition, there are some photographs. 
Well indexed. 

Isaac The World Carbon 


Abelard. Aug. 179p. $2.75. 


With the same disarming approach used Building 
Blocks the Universe (Best Sellers, September 15, 
1957), with almost deceptive clarity and occasional 
spark humor, with many references common fac- 
tors everyday life, Associate Professor Bio- 
chemistry Boston University School Medicine 
describes for teenagers (and their unenlightened elders, 
well) “those organic compounds with molecules 
made atoms carbon, hydrogen, the halogens, 
and oxygen.” Beginning with methane, works 
more complicated compounds, pausing each case 
show the formula, characteristics, occurrence 
nature, commercial forms, and usually how the sub- 
stance manufactured the human body, laboratory 
industrial plant. takes for granted previous 
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acquaintance with inorganic chemistry, explaining 
where necessary basic information which might have 
been picked course that phase. Cautious 
good scientist should be, never falls into the 
trap over-enthusiasm for the sake effect, many 
popularizers do. For example, after mentioning that 
carcinogens occur tobacco smoke, content 
leave with: “Doctors are wondering there con- 
nection between cigarette-smoking and lung cancer, be- 
cause lung cancer has become good deal more com- 
mon than used be.” Similarly, another con- 
nection, gives friendly nod the old wives’ reme- 
dies about which contemporary medicine 
spectful than formerly. Perhaps the most outstanding 
feature, however, the ease with which makes com- 
prehensible the intricate formulas organic com- 
pounds. Since only half the subject carbon chemis- 
try could covered this book, Epilogue promises 
second book called The World Nitrogen, and 
therefore closes with the warning, “Not the End.” For 
readers with flair for chemistry, for juniors and 
seniors newly introduced the subject, for capable 
reader interested the world around him and especi- 
ally his own body, this excellent introduction 
difficult subject. 


Ball, John, Jr. Operation Springboard 
Duell. July 25,1958. 168p. $3.00. 


Orphaned and handicapped crippled leg, Chester 
Pawling, about and junior court reporter, reached 
the height his dreams when attended lecture 
famous scientific explorer space, its problems, 
and the possible health advantages other planets. 
pertinent question from Chet got him invitation 
discuss his ideas further with the scientist. Subse- 
quently, joined Operation Springboard junior 
member record data future expeditions. test 
flight their flying boat turned into the real thing and 
the boat landed the planet Venus. strange rocket 
which crashed the planet brought the O.S. men 
into contact with its crew, presumably friendly but 
actually rival for first arrival honors. Eventually 
O.S. came into grave danger being stranded the 
planet the mercy the enemy. Smart maneuvering 
the part the junior members with Chet playing 
important part brought release from their captors 
but also brought serious injury Chet’s crippled leg. 
operation trip back earth provided satis- 
factory data about gravity-free areas and promised con- 
siderable change for Chet’s future. fast-paced story 
filled with exciting adventure, unexpected events, and 
interesting space information, this well written and 
sure favorite with high school space fans. 


Frances Dowling, 


Dunmore Senior High School, 
Dunmore, Pennsylvania 


Henrietta 
Flight Freedom: The Story the 
Underground 
Aug. 15,1958. 217p. $3.00. 
impassioned account the American Negro’s long 
fight for freedom, which includes but does not consist 


Crowell. 


Ball Buckmaster Carr 


exclusively the story the escape machinery 
larly known the Underground Railroad. For, ad. 
dition anecdotes about such famous white and 
“workers” the Railroad Isaac Tatum 
Benjamin Lundy, John Rankin and his seven sons, Wil. 
liam Cratty, Levi Coffin and many others, there 
brief history American slavery and violent 
uprisings, much about famous abolitionists, 
particular, and even more about the 
nomic background the nation-dividing crisis. The 
amount investment human flesh (variously 
scribed one and two billion dollars), the 
tion Congress and legislation the South, the power 
the slave-holding minority (350,000 individuals, 
against 6,500,000 slaveless whites the South), the 
proposal seize Cuba after annexing Texas, Northem 
industry’s determination keep the South solvent, 


will eye-opening the adolescent who knows little 


more about the problem than his severely condensed 
textbook gives him. The author concludes with 
explanation and defense the ten Reconstruction 
years which she finds not somber commonly 
ported and for which she finds excuse. may that 
the impressive bibliography appended authority 
for some the statements one would like pinpointed 
more exactly. are told, for example, that “Black 
Africans were the first discover the smelting iron. 
some their coastal cities they had universities 
Between the Moslems and the Christians, one 


dred million Africans were taken from their 


over period three hundred years and sold 
slavery the South was dependent the North for 
nearly everything from food university 
Based, apparently, the author’s earlier, adult Let 
People Go, this version for adolescents is, spite 
occasional sweeping statements, dramatic its recital 
selfless courage and devotion, the irrepressible 
surge sympathy for the victims, and the 
pointing anticlimax after Southern leaders were once 
more the driver’s seat following the Civil 
appearance very timely during this period 
gation controversy. 


Carr, Harriett Confidential Secretary 
Macmillan. Sept. 16,1958. 212p. $2.75. 


The great American institution lobbying spring 
board for good career story which manages point 
out effectively the loyalty, prudence and discretion 
secretary should have, the same time that combines 
description the Capitol scene with not-unexpected 
romance. How lobyists operate both helpfully and 
selfishly, how bill becomes law, how Congerssional 
page boy trained, and how conventions are planned, 
are part the story about Joyce Reeves’ first job, 
retarial work for the man who replaced her sick father 


director the National Products Association, 


information service. Bit bit, skulldrudgery 
covered time circumvent attempts dishonest 
legislation and prevent financial loss and 
ation the Association. The characters are easily 
recognizable types, for the most part likable ones, and 
coincidence plays big role. The story moves quickly 
however, and the suggestion that efficient 
needs more than the typing 
taken summer session sound. 
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Cleary, Beverly The Luckiest Girl 
Morrow. Sept. 288p. $2.95. 


Shelley Latham thought she was the 
luckiest girl the world because her parents permitted 
her leave Oregon and spend school year with the 
family her mother’s friend little California 
town. Life the new household was more casual and 
free, the scenery was different, school customs surpris- 
ingly new, and most exciting all the kind boy she 
had always hoped date, popular basketball star, 
sought her out. The plot sequence the little 
things that make life puzzling and thrilling teen- 
ager, without trace delinquence morbidness, 
strengthened the growing perspective afforded Shel- 
ley she watched 13-year-old girl the family 
through the protests and irrational reactions Shelley 
herself had earlier experienced. Perhaps not re- 
freshingly original the author’s Fifteen (Best Sellers, 
October 15, 1956), but written with the same kindly 
sympathy and understanding which girls enjoy and 
from which they derive help coming know them- 
selves. 


Harold 

The First Book the Supreme Court 
Illustrated Helen Borten. Watts. July, 1958. $57p. 
$1.95. 
With great selectivity and simplicity, the author des- 
scribes the origin and organization the Court, its 
functions, powers and operation, with references 
actual cases which decisions have been rendered. 
Steps which case reaches the Court, the knife bal- 
ance between states’ and federal rights, the hearings 
and rendering opinions and decisions, and above all 
their bases the Constitution, are succintly explained. 
glossary legal terms and list Justices follow. 
With rather more text than its picture-book format 
would first indicate, this exceptionally helpful for 
social science classes, and almost imperative for 
general reading this period when the Supreme Court 
being challenged certain states. 


Margaret Maze 
Crowell. Aug. 16,1958. 249p. $3.00. 


Older adolescent girls will like and gain some sound 
ideas from this story three completely unlike girls 
who met fraternity house university house- 
party. Casey Bryan, 18, Catholic, quick-tempered but 
sound her values, was waitress local diner. 
She accepted the invitation summer-colony youth 
because for once she wanted see what college life 
was like. Beth Hiller, 15, shy, over-protected, was 
high school junior. Her date saw touched-up photo- 
graph the newspaper, thought she was prettier than 
she was, and invited her. Beth stole away the house- 
without her parents’ knowledge. Monica Fields, 
senior select private school, daughter wealthy, 
professional, incompatible parents, herself outwardly 
and inwardly insecure, without close friends ex- 
cept for Dave Brandt whose date she was, made herself 
unhappy her possessiveness. Dave adopted stern 
tactics with Monica, and came Casey and Beth’s 
rescue when their dates made themselves thoroughly 
objectionable. All three girls left the houseparty with 


Three Who Met 
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stronger convictions, more mature outlook, and greater 
contentment than they had brought with them. The 
picture the houseparty lively and some respects 
evebrow-lifting, but the story mever sensational. 
Throughout, the tone good, the pace excellent, and 
the characterization, while not outstandingly original, 
individual and well-rounded. 


Derleth, August The Moon Tenders 
Duell. Aug. 1958. 196p. $3.00. 


whole summer ahead with nothing but tend 
the moon and stars, imaginative Steve Grendon and 
practical Sim Jones pool ideas and resources, build 
raft, and after much persuasion parents drift down 
the Wisconsin River explore and hunt 
treasure Bogus Bluff that Steve read about 
history book. Reaching their destination, the boys dis- 
cover secret chamber the cave with strange equip- 
ment, odd smells, and evidence recent activity. 
About return their raft for the night, they are 
confronted with two peculiar characters, are held cap- 
tive, and eventually find their lives threatened: pre- 
vent their disclosing the pair’s counterfeiting activities. 
How the boys meet this crisis and face subsequent pre- 
dicaments adds eventful summer with lot 
growing pains for both. Told the first person, with 
the time element established 1922, this may remi- 
niscent the author’s own youth Wisconsin. His 
story well written, told with restraint, humor and 
sustained suspense ,has good characterization and some 
sound advice honesty, principles and life general 
from understanding grandfather. Recommended 
for younger boys. 
Frances Dowling 


*Gallant, Roy 
Illustrated Lee Ames. 
1958. 56p. $2.50. 
After reviewing ancient and mythological theories about 
the sun, the author briefly describes the galactic world. 
Then outlines the slow growth mans’ knowledge 
about the sun, from the early Egyptians the present. 
Thereafter, discusses the various layers the sun 
and its atmosphere, solar energy and solar storms, wind- 
ing with imagination-stretching picture what 
will happen over ten billion years from now when the 
sun dies. handsome picture-text, bound paper 
covered boards and insecurely sewed, this will attract 
attention its bold colors and the grand sweep its 
illustrations. Not surprisingly, much the material 
may found other popular science books, but for 
junior high this very satisfactory review theories 
and exact knowledge-to-date which does not call for 
special vocabulary comprehend. Chapters mag- 
netic storms and the death the sun are especially 
interesting. 


Exploring the Sun 
Garden City Books. Aug. 21, 


Guillot, Rene Tom-Toms Kotokro 
Translated Brian Rhys; illustrated Douthwaite. 
Criterion. Aug. 25,1958. 192p. $3.50. 

Before World War broke, 15-year-old boy and his 
atomic-scientist father escaped from Poland the 
African Ivory Coast, where they were befriended 
white hunter-guide famous throughout the jungles. The 
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boy became fast friends with native boy and him 
was initiated into the adventures the jungle: search- 
ing out sacred hippo pool, secretly watching his friend 
give blood pre-hunt ritual, hunting for elephants, 
training baby elephant captured during the hunt, 
and others. renegade white trader causes the boy’s 
father leave Africa for America just before war 
declared, and some time later the boy himself leaves. 
final chapter rounds the destinies the chief 
characters. The emphasis after the preliminary pages 
the Polish scene life among the black folk 
the African jungles, their customs and beliefs. This 
comes off convincingly and colorfully. The role the 
renegade white man not too clear, and the motivating 
incident pre-war atomic scientist pursued 
tarian powers for his secrets bit hackneyed. The 
story moves along briskly; the friendship between the 
two boys well handled; and the account jungle 
life comes from writer who seemingly has first-hand 
knowledge and the ability share with the reader. 


James, Norma Wood 

Young Doctor New Amsterdam 
Illustrated Victor Dowlin. Longmans. July 30, 1958. 
215p. $3.00. 
There not enough about the practice medicine 
17th-century New Amsterdam (or anywhere else for 
that matter) this entertaining story, but there 
great deal data, skillfully interwoven, about French 
and Indian relations, about Peter Stuyvesant and the 
Dutch West India Company, about both the domestic 
and the international situation which resulted Eng- 
land’s taking over the Dutch colony. addition, there 
well-paced tale with the always diverting plot about 
foundling now grown manhood and the gold and 
blue medallion found round his infant neck. Pieter 
LeMont, who with French Jesuit was rescued earlier 
from the Indians Dutch dominie, returns from 
medical study the Netherlands find that Governor 
Stuyvesant running the colony with high hand and 
that the West India Company interested the 
settlers only for the profits made from them. 
Prevented Stuyvesant from getting the practical 
medical experience which will insure his degree 
Leyden, Pieter undertakes mission from the arrogant 
mistress Blauw Haeven manor, which shall there- 
after channel Iroquois furs the Dutch trade and 
the same time obtain news her lost son. Dangerous 
encounters with Indians, smallpox epidemic, the kid- 
naping his love, and the discovery that he, Pieter, 
the son the missing patroon and the heir Blauw 
Haeven make pleasant story which will probably ap- 
peal more girls than their brothers. Good back- 
ground for American history classes. 


Kenoyer, Natlee, and Montgomery, Rutherford 

Horse for Claudia and Dennis 
Illustrated Carol Wetmore. Duell. July 25, 1958. 
154p. $3.00. 
pleasant, though slight, story for horse lovers 
junior high, this brother and sister who save their 
pennies for long time order buy horse. After 
they acquire Blaze, they learn take care him, 
make money for his keep, and train him for shows. 


Lively and simply written, the book has certain infor. 
mational values for young horse devotees 
curious about racing and horse shows, while demon. 
strates the developmental possibilities that owning 
horse has for young people. 
Sister Angelisse, I.H.M., 
Central Catholic High School, 


Kingston, Pennsylvania 


David White, Crime Reporter 
Dodd. Aug. 11, 1958, 


Lewis, Milton 
Foreword Ogden Reid. 
235p. $3.00. 

reporter for the New York Herald-Tribune 
upon his own experience and background narrating 
the making big-city crime reporter. According 
his Editor, his story picture that 
accurate, vivid and interesting.” The plot 
sodic and the characterization thin, but the informa 
tion about the progress intelligent, energetic and 
enthusiastic youth from copy boy through district 
porting, special-article writing, general reporting and 
court reporting, covers lot territory. There 
girl the wings who works David’s paper too, and 
their romance develops the story goes along but this 
plainly subsidiary the main interest. Most helpful 
part the book the author’s skillful incorporation 


into the story information incidental such 


newspaper policies, police-station incidents, the dis 
tinction between special sessions and general sessions, 
between grand jury and petit jury responsibilities. 
over, there are practical hints such learning early the 
streets and transportation thereto, keeping file un- 
listed telephone numbers, making code 
viations for note-taking, using only accurate, exact and 
verified statements articles. Easy reading, the book 
will enjoyed for its vocational information 
its strong adventure element. 


McCormick, Wilfred 
Putnam. July, 1958. 188p. $2.50. 


Another Bronc Burnett baseball story, one 
easy read because its everyday slang and popular 
baseball jargon, but like too many the baseball series 
titles pretty much waste time. Bronc and his 
teammates win the American Legion Junior Baseball 
Championship and are anxious play against the big 
league teams. Their captain announces they are 
play series with small town rival and Bronc loses 
his temper front the newspaper reporters. His 
struggle win back the support the fans and his 
teammates unreal. the last few seconds game 
makes contact with the ball, trots first, then stops 
let another member his team round the bases for 
the run which wins the game, thus putting himself back 
into favor with fans and players. 


Sister Angelisse, I.H.M. 


Meyer, Edith Patterson 


Dynamite and Peace: The Story Alfred Nobel 
Little. Aug. 298p. $3.50. 


the author’s thesis that Nobel’s chief hope his 
continued experimentation with explosives was 
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weapon terrible that nations would not dare 
yse it; that his primary concern with the explosives 
did make was their peace-time use. She traces the 
history the delicate third son Swedish inventor 
and munitions maker; shows the steps which 
improved his father’s explosive until reached step 
TNT; shows, too, Alfred’s interest 
other uses nitrocellulose, uses which others have 
proved out successfully but which did not 
pursue. Highest reader interest centers upon the awak- 
ening his concern about international peace and his 
determination use his wealth prizes for persons 
who might bring this about. Mrs. Meyer’s portrait 
shows him have been highly intelligent, hard- 
working, not-easily-discouraged man whose first love 
was literature. lonely man, his only close ties were 
those with his mother and brothers. The book reads 
easily and impressively and should interest young 
people not only because the benevolent incongruity 
between the source his wealth and the use which 
put it, but also because the Nobel brothers were the 
first develop extensively the famous Baku oil fields 
which during the czaristic regime contributed Russia 
one-sixth all her revenue. 


Sarah Regal 
Men and Women Behind the Atom 
Abelard. Aug. 22,1958. 228p., photogs. $3.00. 


highly personalized overview the control atomic 
energy, from Marie and Pierre Curie’s isolation 
radium (with backward glance Roentgen and Bec- 
querel), through Thomson’s discovery the elec- 
tron, Ernest Rutherford’s separation the nucleus, 
Einstein’s famous pronouncement about the relation 
mass and energy, four Nobel Prize Winners’ separate 
steps including the separation the neutron, Niels 
Bohr’s successful splitting the nucleus, the Joliot- 
Curies’ making artificial radioactivity, Fermi’s slow- 
ing neutron discharge, Urey’s production heavy 
water and separation uranium isotopes diffusion, 
Ernest Lawrence’s construction cyclotron, Arthur 
Compton’s work manufacturing fissionable material 
for the bomb, and Robert Oppenheimer’s direction 
the actual making the bomb Los Alamos. Each 
chapter reviews the subject’s childhood, education, and 
scientific achievements, well the significance 
his discoveries this particular field. final chapter 
gives look the future peace-time uses the 
bomb. The book eminently readable, highly informa- 
tive, simply phrased its subject permits, and re- 
strained its verdicts. Thus, are told frankly 
the Joliot-Curies’ fall from public favor and Oppen- 
heimer’s dismissal from the Atomic Energy Commission 
poor security risk, without the author’s expressing 
judgment one way the other. This unusually 
happy handling difficult subject. 


Ritchie, Rita 

The Golden Hawks Genghis Khan 
Illustrated Lorence Bjorklund. Dutton. Aug. 29, 
1958. 191p. $3.00. 
The author The Year the Horse (Best Sellers, 
September 15, 1957) gives another tale calculated 
show how kindly, forebearing and maligned 
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Western verdict was Genghis Khan. Central figure 
here boy Khoresm (Khorezm?) with passion 
for hawking. His grandfather tells him that his father, 
before the latter was murdered Mongolians, had 
bred unusually rare variety golden hawks for the 
Shah; that his mother was enslaved the Mongolians; 
and that Genghis Khan’s tribesmen will kill him 
they learn alive. Determined recover the golden 
hawks, the boy goes Karakorum; happily 
member the Khan’s court; learns falconry but 
forbidden access the golden hawks which are being 
held for one Torgul whom the people are not permitted 
discuss; attempts return Khoresm with pair 
the hawks when the Khan declares war that 
country; and eventually learns that Torgul and 
that his father was really trusted Mongolian. There 
adequate but not excessive information about fal- 
conry, and before much about Mongolian customs 
the period. Moreover, unlike the earlier book, this one 
foregoes fantasy. seems weak racial 
and period psychology, ascribing does 20th-century 
values 13th-century plot without the least sug- 
gesting universals. Much adventurous action and the 
likable personality the boy may compensate for this 
the young reader’s opinion. 


Savage, Josephine Gunpowder Girl 


Day. Aug. 1958. 192p. $3.00. 
This strongly plotted story the early Revolutionary 
War period gives vivid picture Boston and neigh- 
boring towns. Leaders such Samuel Adams, Paul 
Revere, John Hancock and Robert Morris are introduced, 
well their problems and plans. The main action 
concerns family’s secret operation old powder 
mill make the gunpowder the Patriots desperately 
need. Foremost these activities the daughter, 
pretty, daring Susannah. Strongest phase the book 
the revelation makes the Colonists’ unprepared- 
ness and lack military materiel. But this reader 
too many the incidents are contrived and Susannah 
shows sagacity and bravery beyond her years. 
difficult understand how girl sixteen could at- 
tend masked ball disguised Tory, meet General 
Gage, obtain valuable information for the Colonists 
and leave, without betraying herself. Although ad- 
dressed older girls, language and style indicate 
more for junior high level. 

Sister Victor, 

Our Lady Mercy Academy, 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 


*Severn, Bill Magic and Magicians 
Illustrated Yukio Tashiro. McKay. Sept. 1958. 
178p. $3.00. 

Chapter-long treatment accorded five world famous 
magicians: Jean-Eugene Robert-Houdin, Alexander 
Herrmann, Harry Kellar, Harry Houdini and Edward 
Thurston. Briefer mention given 14-15 others. For 
the former group, the author makes plain that the pat- 
tern their lives was similar—long, anxious years 
privation, hard work that became harder fame came 
them, endless practice and endless search for new 
tricks. Prefacing the book short history magic 
and magicians down the late 19th century; ending 
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description, with illustrations, eight celebrated 
tricks which were popular with the masters’ audiences. 
Instructions for these are lucidly phrased, step step, 
and with practice they seem within the range 
the amateur. addition, there information about 
contemporary amateur organizations, dealers, publica- 
tions, demands for entertainers, therapeutic and teach- 
ing uses which the hobby put. The subject 
favorite with boys and the book should correspond- 
ingly popular. 


Lenora Mattingly The More the Merrier 
Crowell. Aug. 15,1958. 201p. $2.75. 


Beany Malone’s many friends will surprised meet 
her without her braids her latest book. usual, 
Beany becomes very much involved project. This 
time rumpus room her own which she can 
escape from the family when the editorial staff the 
school paper meet with her. While the family away 
for the summer, she takes boarders (under the 
watchful, distant, eye Father Hugh O’Higgins), 
pay for the decorating. Not unnaturally, she has prob- 
lems and difficulties, worst which heart-breaking 
misunderstanding with Andy Kern. the end she 
realizes what wonderful home and family she has 
and how much they mean her. There sub-plot 
concerning stray fat girl Beany takes in, and second 
minor interest concerning overly cocky boy her 
brother Johnny takes in, both resolved satisfactorily 
thanks Beany’s generous interest people. Though 
this the ninth Beany Malone book, her freshness 
never stales. Perhaps because she can learn from 
her mistakes that she retains her popularity with girls 


all ages. 
Sister Victor, R.S.M. 
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